
DONT 

DO 

Stay a safe distance from tug boats and 

keep an eye out for barges in tow. Tug 

boats can create severe wake turbulence 

hundreds of yards behind the vessel. 

DO 

Stay as far to the side as depth allows 
when a ship approaches. Anchor at safe 
locations outside of the shipping channels 

and away from navigational aids. 

Do 

Always pay attention to where shipping 
lanes are, and take care not to loiter in 
them. Watch for vessel side lights. If you 
can see both sidelights (red and green) 

you're directly in the path of danger! 

DONT 
Submerged 

Towline e 

Never pass closely behind a tugboat. 

Under no circumstances should you ever 

pass between a tug and it's tow! The tow 

line may be submerged and hard to see. 

DON'T 

Never assume that a ship can see you! A 
vessel's blind spot can extend for hundreds 
of feet. Each year many boats are hit while 
operating in unsafe and illegal manners. 

Never assume that a ship can steer to 
avoid you. Large ships are limited by their 
draft and may only have a few feet of 
wiggle room. Do not rely on trying to hear 

a vessel approaching at night. 
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